Station #1

Columbus’ Letter to King Ferdinand

Sunday, October 14, 1492
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Station #2

Columbus’ Diary

Sunday, December 16, 1492

Tuesday, December 18, 1492


Station #3

Maybe Columbus isn’t that bad…


Station #4

Columbus Lands in a New World

Station #4

Painting by Jon Vanderlyn, c. 1846

STATION #5

(A children’s poem)

STATION #6

Excerpt from The Untold Story by Tina Thomas  (1992)

Once upon a time, a group of people lived on an island, Bohio (now called Hispaniola) in the Caribbean.  These people, whom I consider my people, were proud of their island.  They built beautiful farms and villages…They respected the plants and animals….They called themselves Tainos.

One day, some of my people saw three boats far off in the ocean…When the boats reached land, strange-looking people got off…their leader was a man called “Christopher Columbus.”  He immediately put a cross and flag down and acted as if the land were now his.  This was odd.  We did not believe anyone could own the land.  Besides, we were already living there.

Columbus and others captured many of my people…they [would] be taken to Spain to be sold as slaves…My people’s peaceful and proud land was taken over and destroyed.  These newcomers cut down all the forests…Before long, the conquerors killed almost all the Tainos.  Other native peoples in the Americas were also attacked, some with weapons, some with terrible new diseases.
Station #8

Columbus’ Diary

Tuesday, December 25, 1492


These people are very unskilled in arms.  Your Highnesses [the King and Queen of Spain] will see this for yourselves when I bring to you the seven I have taken.  After they learn our language I shall return them, unless your Highnesses order the entire population be taken back to Spain, or held captive here. With 50 men you could subject everyone and make them do what you want.





These Indians have no arms and are naked, and have no knowledge of arms and are very timid.  A thousand of them would not face three Christians, and so they are suitable to be governed and made to work and sow and do everything else that shall be necessary, to build villages and be taught to wear clothing and observe our customs.





I was told that on some of these islands there is so much gold that the whole Island is gold.  On others they gather it and sift it with sieves and melt it to make bars, and work it in a thousand ways.





Columbus Day recognizes the achievements of a great Renaissance explorer who founded the first permanent European settlement in the New World. The arrival of Columbus in 1492 marks the beginning of recorded history in America.


Columbus Day celebrates the beginning of cultural exchange between America and Europe. After Columbus, came millions of European immigrants who brought their art, music, science, medicine, philosophy and religious principles to America. These contributions have helped shape the United States and include Greek democracy, Roman law, Judeo-Christian ethics and the tenet that all men are created equal.�


Columbus Day also commemorates the arrival on these shores of more than 5 million Italians a century ago (since Columbus himself was an Italian). Today, their children and grandchildren constitute the nation s fifth largest ethnic group, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.





Columbus Day is the only day on which the nation recognizes the heritage of an estimated 26 million Italian Americans.











“IN 1492”


�In fourteen hundred ninety-two�Columbus sailed the ocean blue.��He had three ships and left from Spain;�He sailed through sunshine, wind and rain.��He sailed by night; he sailed by day;�He used the stars to find his way.��A compass also helped him know�How to find the way to go.��Ninety sailors were on board;�Some men worked while others snored.��Then the workers went to sleep;�And others watched the ocean deep.��Day after day they looked for land;�They dreamed of trees and rocks and sand.��October 12 their dream came true,�You never saw a happier crew!��"Indians!  Indians!"  Columbus cried;�His heart was filled with joyful pride.��But "India" the land was not;�It was the Bahamas, and it was hot.��The Arakawa natives were very nice;�They gave the sailors food and spice.��Columbus sailed on to find some gold�To bring back home, as he'd been told.��He made the trip again and again,�Trading gold to bring to Spain.��The first American?  No, not quite.�But Columbus was brave, and he was bright.





I certify to you that in all the world I do not believe there is a better people or a better country.  The [natives] love their neighbors as themselves, and can be converted to our Holy Faith more by love than by force.











